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A BISHOP FOR THE INDIANS IN 1790 

Students of American Catholic history have long since grown familiar with 
the various projects which originated in Europe shortly after the Treaty of 
Paris (1783) for the purpose of controlling the rising Catholic hierarchy in the 
United States. During the Revolutionary War (1775-1783) all ecclesiastical 
relations between the Vicars Apostolic of the London District and the American 
Catholic priests and people ceased. Bishop Challoner had passed away on 
January 10, 1781, and his successor, Bishop Talbot, either through patriotism 
or indolence, declined to exercise any jurisdiction over the young Ameri- 
can Church. Carroll's appointment as Prefect Apostolic in 1784 was 
preceded by two important historical events: first, the petition from the 
American clergy to the Holy Father, Pius VI, dated November 10, 1783, in 
which they asked the Holy Father to separate them from England, but in which 
they hinted that they were not yet ready for a Bishop to be placed over them; 
secondly, the French project, in which Benjamin Franklin allowed himself to 
be imprudently led, of appointing a French Vicar Apostolic over the American 
Church, who would reside in France and rule the clergy from afar. The Papal 
Nuncio in Paris was to act as Ordinary for the American Missions. Plans 
had even been drawn up to begin an American College at Bordeaux to furnish 
these missions with priests. The news of this apparent intrigue reached the 
priests in Maryland in the Spring of 1784, and great relief was expressed when 
Carroll was appointed Prefect-Apostolic, in June of that year. On November 
6, 1789, the See of Baltimore was erected and Carroll appointed its first Bishop. 
His consecration followed on August 15, 1790. It was during this period of 
Carroll's Prefectship over the Church in the United States that two interesting 
attempts were made to establish bishoprics which would have apparently been 
independent of Baltimore — the one, the attempt to found the French See of 
Gallipolis in April-May, 1790, and the other, which is here described for the 
first time, the attempt to have a separate episcopal see at Oneida Castle, N. Y., 
for the Six Nations, in April-August, 1790. This strange project, as Shea says, 
"is one of the most curious episodes in our history." The object of those who 
engineered the scheme was no less than the foundation of a Indian Primacy 
over the Six Nations of New York. The Oneida tribe seems to have constituted 
itself the spokesman for the rest of the Nations and the documents which follow 
show how definite the plan had become before the appeal was made to 
Rome. 

The Oneida Indians were a tribe of the Iroquois Confederacy, occupying 
the territory around and about Oneida Lake in Oneida County, N. Y. They 
consisted of three clans — the Wolf, the Turtle, and the Bear, and each clan 
was represented, as will be seen in the signatures to the documents published 
below, by three members. The Six Nations mentioned in these documents 
consisted of the tribes of the Oneidas, Onondagas, Mohawks, Senecas, Cayu- 
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gas, and the Tuscaroras. 1 The Six Nations were friendly towards the mis- 
sionaries, and one of the best-known chapters in Jesuit missionary labors 
is that of the Iroquois Missions. In 1667, a Jesuit Mission was founded 
at Oneida by Father Bruyas, who erected a chapel there, dedicating it 
to St. Francis Xavier, in September, 1667. Missions existed among the 
Six Nations, with long intervals occasioned by the inter-tribal wars, down 
to the period covered in the documents listed below. The Jesuit Relations 
contain many important documents describing the work done among the 
Oneidas by the Society of Jesus. The early missionaries speak of them as being 
the most civilized of the Five Nations — a claim which they make for themselves 
in the letter to Pius VI. "They are demons when they are attacked," wrote 
one of the Jesuits in 1653, "but the gentlest and most affable people in the 
world, when they are treated as friends." 2 

Shea's story of the origin of this extraordinary project of erecting a See for 
the Six Nations is taken mostly from Hough's Notices of Peter Penet.' Though 
Penet's name is not mentioned in any of the documents published here, it is 
probably true, as Hough surmises, that the project originated with him. Penet 
was a native of France who had come to the United States in 1775 for the purpose 
of supplying the Continental Army with arms and ammunition. He succeeded 
in making an impression on General Washington, who had him nominated 
aide-de-camp, but the plan of supply never materialized. In 1783 he was 
trading as a merchant in Philadelphia and had gained considerable control over 
the Oneida chiefs, whom he pursuaded in believing that he was an ambassador 
from the King of France. Shea says that he induced the tribe to apply to the 
French Minister at New York, Count de Moustier, in 1787, for a priest. 4 But 
from Governor Clinton's letter, 5 dated September 12, 1789, it would appear 
that the priest in question, Father Perrot, was brought by Penet to the 
Indians. Father Perrot took up his residence at Oneida Castle, and remained 
until the following year. "As to what he accomplished in reviving the earlier 
teachings of the Catholic missionaries," says Shea, "we know nothing."' His 
stay among the Oneidas might have been lost sight of completely, had he not 
been bitterly opposed by the well-known Calvinist minister, Rev. Samuel 
Kirkland, who speaks very severely of the Jesuit in his letters. 7 Perrot is not 
mentioned in the documents published below, and there is likewise no mention 
of him, nor of any priest in fact, in the Plan of Government, drawn up by Penet, 

» Usually these tribes are spoken of as the Five Nations. The Tuscaroras were a southern 
tribe, and are supposed to have joined the Five Nations about 1714.. After this date the Con- 
federacy is called the Six Nations. Cf.. Drake, I'he Book of the Indians of North America, v, p. 2. 
Boston, 1834. 

• Jtsuit Relations. Vol. xl, p. 91. 

• Franklin B. Hough, Notices of Peter Penet and His Operations among the Oneida Indians, including 
a Plan prepared by him for the Government of that Tribe. Louisville, N. Y„ 1866. Cf. Shea, History 
of the Catholic Church in the United States, Vol. ii, p. 373jf. 

« Shea, op. tit., Vol. ii, p. 373. 

• Hough, op. tit., p. 16. 
' Shea, ibid. 

' Cf . Lothrop. Life of Samuel Kirkland, Missionary to the Indians, p. 293. Boston, 1847. (Spark's 
American Biography, Vol. xxv.) Tracy, Notices of Men and Events connected with the Early History 
of Oneida County, p. 200. New York, 1882. 
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which appeared in the Albany Gazette in February, 1789. 8 Whether there is 
any connection between the project of Penet and that which seems to center 
around the agent Jean de la Mahotiere, the documents do not state; but if we 
are to believe the facts related in Kirkland's letters and those related about the 
"Lost Dauphin," the Rev. Eleazar Williams, who was a missionary among the 
Oneidas,' it is strange to find so thoroughly a Presbyterian body as the Oneidas 
writing that they were entirely Catholic and had obtained the departure of the 
Anglican and Presbyterian ministers in April, 1789, I0 and that they had made 
arrangements to have two priests from Canada to take charge of divine worship 
until the arrival of the six Capuchins who were to accompany Mahotiere 
back to New York. 



SUPPLICATIO ONEIDEAE NATIONIS AD PIUM VI. 

April 25, 1789 

(Original) 11 

The earliest of these four documents in point of time is an appeal sent by the 
representatives of the three tribes — the Wolves, the Turtles, and the Bears — to 
the Holy Father, Pius VI, dated April 25, 1789, and probably written at Oneida 
Castle. The document is in Latin, and from a note at the bottom of the same, 
it is evident that it was interpreted to the nine chiefs who signed it by one 
Nicholas Jourdain, who seems to have been an official interpreter for the Six 
Nations. It begins with the general statement that the highest good of man 
here below is to possess the true faith and that no one can come to the knowledge 
of the faith except through the Roman Catholic Church, whose head, the 
Supreme Pontiff, is the Vicar of Christ on earth. Communion with the Church 
was the earnest desire of the Oneidas; and, although they were undeservedly 
regarded by Europeans as savages and uncivilized, nevertheless they possessed 
a culture of their own, which was far greater than was generally known; and 
they ardently wished to be numbered among the children of the Church. The 
Oneidas were the principal nation of the famous Six Nations, and in a general 
council of these Nations, their leaders, warriors, old men, women and children 
had determined to send an appeal to the Holy Father, asking him to provide 
them with a bishop, who would be at the same time Primate of the Six Nations. 
For this post the Supreme Council had chosen John Louis Victor Le Tonnelier 
de Coulonges, whom they had adopted as one of their own, and who was in 
every way worthy of this exalted dignity. The document was signed by the 
nine Oneida chiefs, and was then interpreted to the Six Nations by Nicholas 
Jourdain, an adopted Frenchman, whose Indian name was Shakerad. 



■ The Penet Plan will be found in Hough, op. til., pp. 24ss. 

• Cf. Bloomfield, The Oneidas, p. 98#. New York, 1907. 

>• "II a obtenu de la nation des Oneida le renvoi des ministres anglicans et presbyteriens comme 
n'aians plus parmi elle ni troupeaux, ce qui a et6 execute le mois d'avril 1789." 

11 Archivio di Propaganda Fide, America Centrale, Vol. ii, fol. 401-403. The four documents are 
left exactly as they appear in the photographic copies. No corrections of spelling or of grammar 
hare been made. 
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Pro uno oneideae Supplicatio oneideae nationit 

nationis Episcopo indicae ad Vestram Sanctitatem 

et t'tx nalionum Pium VI. Summum Ecclesiae 

Primate Pontificem. Romae. 

Sanctissime Pater 

Istam [?] habere veram religionem primum est hominis bonum, sicut fides 
est primum bonum supernaturale: donum coeleste ad quod nemo pervenire 
potest nisi per aditum ad Ecclesiam Catholicam, apostolicam romanam, 
cujus gubernacula tenet ejus visibile Caput Summus Romanus Pontifex, 
Christi in terris Vicarius! Hujus vestrae sanctae Communionis gratiam 
ferventer appetunt, sanctissime pater, homines illi quos tarn immerito europaei 
dixerunt agrestes ac feros; ii quippe ii in societates grandes, seu nationes, anti- 
quitatis primas numeroque stupendas congregati, immensis americani con- 
tinentis terris dominantur et imperant quae ab americanis finibus ad australia 
et occidentalia usque maria patent, easque hominibus liberis, familiis, villis, 
vicis atque pagis cum omnium inter omnes communitate summaque in par- 
entes et seniores pietate frequentant. 

Ardentissimo praesentim in fidem christianam studio flagrant, sanctis- 
sime pater, nationis illius indicae populi qui oneidaei dicti, gallice les oneida, 
proximi sunt septentrionales Americanarum ditionum fines numeranturque 
et sunt prima e quinque illis celeberrimis nationibus, coeterarum omnium 
debellatoribus, vulgo dictis nationes quinque; populi oneidaei statuta mente 
se ad officia civilia rite informandi, jam ratum habuerunt unum guberna- 
tionis modum aeque numeris omnibus absolutum ac sibi plene accomodatum, 
illud suae vitae, civilis grande consilium inniti voluerunt ac statuerunt firmo 
religionis christianae fundamento, quo ad felicem exitum properante, coete- 
rae nationes indicae mox eamdem gubernationis forman in suam adoptaturae, 
eorum quoque bono exemplo simul ac verbi divini ministerio una pariter, 
uti firma proximaque spes est, convertentur ad religionem catholicam apos- 
tolicam romanam. 

In quorum gratiam, pro propugnatione fidei et nostrarum salute animarum, 
nos supremi duces consilii, duces belli; bellatores, senes, mulieres et liberi 
totius oneideae nationis et nobis affinium nationum, sanctitati vestrae, sup- 
plicavimus et supplicamus providere, constituere, et confirmare Episcopum 
nostrae oneideae nationis et Primatem quinque nationum dilectum optimeque 
de nobis meritum Joannem Ludovicum Victorem Le Tonnelier de Coulonges, 
equitem, origine gallum, unum vero e nobis nostra nationali adoptione, 
virum religione, moribus, bonis consiliis et exemplis maxime commendandum, 
jam selectum, nominatum et assumptum a nobis ad illas sacras functiones, 
illumque augere rogamus in hac prospera apud nos religionis facie quibus- 
cumque juribus, dignitate et praestantia in ordine ad conversionem nostro- 
rum fratrum indorum, ad propagationem et conservationem fidei in nostris 
imperils, et Deus totius autor salutis vestram sanctitatem vestrumque pon- 
tificatum suis optimis cumulabit donis. 

Datum in pleno oneideae nationis Concilio sub signo nostrorum supre- 
morum ducum magnoque sigillo nostrae nationis, anno reparatae salutis 
millesimo septingentesimo octogesimo nono, et primo ab exercita nostra 
suprema postestate, die vero vigesima quinta aprilis. 

Tribus Lupi Tribus Tesludinis Tribus Ursi 

Ajestalate Shovonjhelego Hagoyvownloga 

Scanondoe Anthony Konwagalet 

Ilannah-Sodalh Sagoyowntha Agwilentengwas 
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(Intcrpretatum a nobis linguarum interprete apud sex famosas nationes indicas 
die et anno supradictis. De mandato supremi concilii. Nicholas Jourdain, indice 
Shakerad.) 

This Supplicatio was then placed in the hands of Jean de la Mahotiere, first 
Agent-general of the Oneida Nation, who sent it to the Papal nuncio at Paris, 
together with the following letter addressed to Pius VI. 

II 

JEAN DE LA MAHOTIERE TO PIUS VI 

Paris, May 17, 1790 

{Original) 11 

Mahoti&re's letter, dated over twelve months later, gives us a more detailed 
explanation of this extraordinary request. The Agent-general evidently takes 
it for granted that there would be no hesitancy on the part of the Holy See 
in granting the request of the Oneidas, and he announces his readiness to take 
back to the Indians the reply which the Holy Father would doubtless send 
through the Nuncio at Paris. In Mahotiere's letter we learn that the request 
for a bishop was founded upon the progress the faith had made among the 
Six Nations. A company of four Frenchmen had been formed for the purpose 
of organizing the future prosperity of the Indians, their conversion to the 
faith, and their alliance with the leading Christian powers, so that these same 
powers would be assured of the loyalty of their Indian subjects. The Indians 
still possessed a lively memory of the generosity which the French had shown 
towards them in the days when Canada was French territory, previous to the 
Treaty of 1763. In order to hold this affection and to continue the influence 
of the faith and of French culture among them, the Company of Four has had 
a chapel erected for their use, with pictures, bells, sacred vessels, ornaments and 
all other necessary decorations, at its own expense. To give them a love for 
work and a taste for agriculture, the Company has given them good example 
and has made them presents of horses, cattle, ploughs, and other implements of 
toil. Besides their own personal expenditures, M. le Tonnelier de Coulonges 
had expended more than two-thirds of his patrimony, 500,000 livres at least, 
and had practically crippled himself financially by his works of charity. 
Mahotiere then appealed to the generosity of the Holy Father to assist in this 
important work, which was being furthered by the charity of the King of 
Spain. Mahoti&re had received orders also to ask the Holy Father not only to 
accede to the request of the Oneidas in the case of Father de Coulonges, but also 
to grant extraordinary faculties to the six French Capuchins who were to 
accompany him to America three months later. 

M. Jean de la Mahoti&re premier agent gSntral de la Nation des Oneida aur let 
ordres qu'il a recu de solliciter aupris de Votre SainUtS les moiens de propager et de 
conserver lafoi parmi lea nations indiennes de VAmirique septentrionale. 



12 Arch, it Prof., Scritture riferite, America Ccntrale, Vol. ii. fol. 397-401. 
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\ s s 

A Notre Tres Saint Perk Le Pape Pie VI, a Rome 

Tres Saint Pere: 

J'ai l'honneur d'adresser a Votre Saintete par l'envoi de Monseigneur le 
Nonce residant a Paris, les pieces ci-jointes, desquelles la nation des Oneida 
en particulier et les six fameuses Indiennes en general m'ont charg6 avec 
ordre d'exprimer a Votre Saintete, les progres que fait la religion parmi ces 
nations, leur impatience d'obtenir du Saint Siege des pouvoirs pour leur 
eveque et primat, et surtout de mettre avec la plus grande force sous les 
yeux de Votre Saintdte les moiens qui sont piles us propres a conserver et 
a propager la foi dans un pais qui l'emporte sur toute l'Europe par son etendue 
et qui peut lui 6tre assimile pour le nombre des habitans, et de porter moi mtec 
a les nations les pouvoirs et la reponse dont il vous plaira, tres Saint Pere, 
me charger par l'entremise de Monseigneur Votre Nonce a Paris. 

Le divin flambeau de la foi ne s'eteindra jamais sur la terre, et si en punition 
des medians il cessoit d'eclairer une partie du monde, sa lumiere vivifiante 
eclaireroit bientdt un autre hemisphere et prepareroit toujours des habitans 
pour le ciel: "O altitudo divitiarum sapientiae et scientiae Dei . . . quam 
incomprehensibilia sunt judicia et investigabiles viae ejus!" 

Une compagnie de quatre franjais en operant la civilisation des Indieus 
s'est proposee, tres Saint Pere, le bonheur de les nations et de leur posterity 
de leur conversion a l'eglise romaine, leur alliance avec les puissances 
ehreliennes a l'effet d'en obtenir des secours pour la conversion des Indiens 
et assurer a les mSmes puissances la jouissance paisible et la conservation de 
leur Etats et Colonies en Amerique, cette derniere consideration est surtout 
de la plus grand importance pour les Florides, la Louisianne etc., et la Havanne, 
qui sont sous la puissance de la cour de Madrid. 

Notre titre de francais, par l'agreable ressouvenir qu'elles ont encore de 
l'honnetet£ et de la generosite des Francais a leur egard lorsqu'ils 6taient pos- 
sesseurs de la belle province du Canada avant le traxte de 1763, mais pour 
operer leur conversion a la foi et a la vie civile, nous avons juges absolument 
necessaire de recourir aux bienfaits, nous leur avons faits construire une 
eglise, acheter des tableaux, des cloches, des vases sacres, des ornemens, des 
livres d'eglise et toutes ses decorations, de notre argent; pour leur inspirer 
l'amour du travail et le gout de l'agriculture nous leur en avons donnes 
nous mSmes l'example et nous leur avons faits presents de chevaux, de boeufs, 
de charrues et de tous les utensiles de labour. 

Tous les presens, tres Saint Pere, leur ont ete tres agraeables, nous avons 
donnes beaucoup; inais M. le Tonnelier de Coulonges a emploie a cette 
oeuvre pie plus des deux tiers de son patrimoine, cinq cens milles livres au 
moins, et cet homme vertueux, ce prelat a bonnes oeuvres est mis hors d'etat 
de continuer ses charites pour en avoir trop suivi le sentiment religieux. 

La necessity d'employer les moiens de bienfaisance et de charite pour 
propager la foi dans le nouveau monde existe encore aujourd'hui, que dis-je 
elle est plus instante que jamais par les progres qu'y fait la religion, vous 
en faire, tres Saint Pere, le tableau frappant, est l'ordre que j'ai recu des 
nations indiennes converties, c'est l'obligation que je me suis imposee par 
Etat, par amour pour la religion, et par un sentiment de profonde veneration 
pour Votre Saintete. C'est combler vos entrailles paternelles de joie pour la 
conversion d'une infinite d'ames a la foi et la conquete d'un pais immense a 
l'Eglise. C'est convaincre ces bonnes nations que Votre Saintete trouvera 
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dans les tresors de sa charite des moiens eflectifs de seconder pres d'elles 
les operations de la grace et la propagation de la foi. Et de continuer les 
secours que nous leur avons si loialement portes, ou par la voie de quetes et 
d'aumones annuelles faites parmi les chretiens, ou par celle de benefices 
dont il plairoit a Votre Saintete pourvoir ou faire pourvoir leur ev4que et 
primat, ou par celle de bienfaits accordes par votre entremise, tres Saint 
Pere, par la Cour d'Espagne et dont la proposition ne peut qu'etre favo- 
rablement accueillie, sous le nom de secours accordes par Sa Majeste tres 
catholique aux Indiens de l'Amerique septentrionale convertis, lesquels secours 
arriveroient tous les ans a Newyork par le paquet Espagnol, par le paquet 
francais, ou de la Havanne, a l'adresse du consul d'Espagne ou de l'ambas- 
sadeur de France, pour etre remis a M. le Tonnelier de Coulonges leur evSque 
et primat, et Dieu comblera le regne de Votre Saintete de ses prosperity et 
de celles de l'Eglise les plus abondantes. 

J'ai aussi ordre, tres Saint Pere, de supplier Votre saintete d'accorder des 
pouvoirs de cures et de missionnaires apostoliques a six Capucins Francais 
que je vais emmener dans trois mois chez les nations indiennes. Ce sont 
de tous les prfitres ceux qui y sont en plus grande veneration qui leur con- 
viennent le mieux. Je finis, tres Saint Pere, en demandant votre sainte 
benediction, et vos saintes indulgences. 

Jean de la Mahotiire premier agent gintral de la nation des Oneida et 
ehargt des ■pouvoirs des six fameuses nations. 
Paris. 17 Mai, 1790. 

Mahotiere's letter, with its rather naive expectations, seems to have been 
treated by the Nuncio as hardly worthy of immediate attention. One would 
suspect, however, from the Nuncio's dispatch to the Prefect of Propaganda — the 
third document of the series in our possession — that the question of an Oneida 
Bishop and Primate had assumed greater importance in Parisian ecclesiastical 
circles during the summer of 1790. In August of that year, the Nuncio wrote 
to the Cardinal-Prefect, enclosing Mahotiere's letter and the Supplwatio of 
the Indians. From the Nuncio's letter we learn that Father de Coulonges, a 
priest of the Diocese of Bordeaux, was then among the Oneidas. The Nuncio 
teDs the Cardinal that he is endeavoring to ascertain fuller details of the whole 
project, and especially about the priest in question. The whole matter had 
been discussed in the public press that same week, and in consequence he 
requested Mahotiere to give him further explanations of the scheme. These 
details he will forward to Rome as soon as he receives Mahotiere's letter. He 
had had two interviews with Mahotiere, the Agent-general, but he has not been 
able to form an exact idea about the matter. The Agent strikes him as being 
very sincere in his plans, but the Nuncio is not quite certain that the plan will 
be successful. 

HI 

THE NUNCIO TO THE CARDINAL-PREFECT OF PROPAGANDA. 
Paris, August 2, 1790 

(Original)" 
Emin. Revmo. Signore Sig. Padrone Colendmo: 

Mr. Jeande la Moutiere, che si dice agente d'un popolo selvaggio esistente 

" Arch, di Prop., ibid., fo1. 399-400. 
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nell' America settentrionale, e detto degli Oneidi venne tempo fa da me, 
e mi presento i fogli, che compiegati trasmetto a Vostra Eminenza. 
L'oggetto della sua domanda e di stabilire nel suddetto popolo una missione 
composta d'un tal Mr. le Tonnelier de Colonges, prete francese, che si trova 
di gia in quelle parti, e di sei Cappuccini, che mi suppose aver trovati in 
Parigi disposti a transferirsi cola. A questa sua io richiesi alcuni schiarimenti, 
di cui sono tuttavia in aspettativa. In primo luogo gli domandai se intendeva 
che questa missione dovesse essere a carico di Propaganda, o se gli Oneidi si 
caricavano del mantenimento di essa, e in tal caso, qual sicurezza ne avrebbero 
data. Gli chiesi inoltre il nome de'Cappuccini, che mi disse disposti a partire 
per quella volta, e finalmente lo avvertii esser necessario qualche attestato 
sulla persona di Mr. Tonnellier prete della diocesi di Bordeaux, che, secondo 
il suo piano, si vorrebbe creato vescovo. Voleva differire di scrivere su 
di ci6 a Vostra Eminenza finche avessi avuti gli accennati schiarimenti, 
che mi sembrano necessarj. Ma come ne fogli publici di questa settimana 
si e parlato della mentovata popolazione, e della constituzione che la medesima 
vuol darsi, e dei rapporti che brama di procurarsi colla Santa Sede, cosi 
senza aspettare ulteriormente, mi do l'onore d'inviarle le carte, che esistevano 
presso di me, perche Vostra Eminenza sappia di che si tratta. Non manchero 
di transmetterle in seguito il foglio dei schiarimenti da me richiesti a Mr. 
Moutiere subito che egli me lo avra recato. Nelle due conversazioni che 
ho avute con questo signore, non ho potuto formarmi un'idea precisa della 
sua persona. Mi e sembrato perb pieno di buone intenzioni, ma non garan- 
tisco, che abbia in suo potere i mezzi, come condurre a termine quest'affare. 
E rassegnandole il mio profondissimo ossequio sono. 

Dell'Eminenza Vostra humil. devotmo. obligmo. servitore. 
Parigi 2 agosto 1790 A. Arcivescovo di Rodi. 

It is not impossible that the document which follows is the one containing 
these further details asked for by the Nuncio. The document repeats the main 
lines of the Supplicatio, but contains certain further geographical details. 

IV 

THE ONEIDAS TO THE HOLY FATHER 
ONEIDA CASTLE?— 1790? 

{Original) 1 * 

Suite des details interessans sftr les A Notre tris Saint Vire 

nations indiennes de VAmtrique le Pape Pie VI, Chef 

septentrionale et silr les six nations de I'Eglise. 
en partieulier dont la premiere est d Rome 

celle des oneida 

Tres Saint Pere 

Les Nations indiennes de l'Amerique septentrionale a qui cette partie de 
la terre est echue en partage par les decrets de la divine providence, sont 
tres nombreuses et leur population beaucoup plus grande a mesure qu'elles 
sont plus enfoncees dans les terres et qu'elles ont moins de communication 
avec les europeens. Ces indiens naturels du pais sont, tres Saint Pere, 



14 Arch, di Prop., ibid., fol. 394-96. 
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proprietaires et maitres de cette immense partie du continent qui s'etend 
depuis les lignes des Etats Unis d'Amerique et celles du Canada jusqu'aux 
mers de l'ouest, du nord et du sudouest dont la seule partie connue a une 
etendue de soixante neuf mille vingt deux lieues carrees d'Angleterre et est 
par consequent plus grande que l'Allemagne, la flandre, la hollande et la 
Suisse qui en total n'en contiennent que soixante neuf mille seize. Je dis la 
partie connue, parcequ'on n'a pfl encore y decouvrir aucune riviere, aucun 
fleuve qui eut son cours vers quelques points de l'ouest, ce qui prouve les 
etats indiens dans cette partie ont encore une tres grande 6tendue audela 
des terres qui nous sont connues; de la suit naturellement, tres Saint Pere, 
une reflexion que vous pardonnerez a la force de notre zele, qu'il importe 
infiniment a votre saintete et au bien de l'eglise que la foi soit prechee & les 
nations qui sont bonnes parcequ'elles sont pres de la nature et qu'elles se 
convertissent de proche en proche a la religion de Jesus Christ. 

Les indiens, tres Saint Pere, ont divise les terres en autant d' etats differens 
qu'ils sont de nations, il les ont peuples de families et d'hommes libres, y 
ont eleves des hameaux, des villes et villages, et parmi eux la communaute 
de biens, les devoirs de la fraternity, le respect, l'obeissance aux parens et aux 
personnes plus agees sont des lois egalement consacrees par l'usage et par 
les moeurs. 

Chaque nation possede ses etats en tous droits de souverainetfi et les 
etats indiens sont absolument differens et tout a fait etrangers a ceux de 
l'Amerique, connus sous le nom d'Etats Unis a ceux du Canada; nations 
souveraines, hommes libres, les indiens ne dependent en aucune maniere 
ni du Congress ni du Roi d'Angleterre ni d'aucunes puissances avec qui ils 
traitent de souverain a souverain, toujours fideles a leurs traites, chacune des 
nations indiennes exerce ses guerriers, leve ses armees, fait la paix et la guerre, 
et combien il est affligeant, tres Saint Pere, de voir les Europeens, parce-qu'ils 
sont en proportion plus nombreux que les indiens situes de l'autre cote des 
lignes Ameriquaines, exterminer les chefs, massacrer les families indiennes, 
et envahir leur terres. Le gouvernement civil et religieux que nous leur 
avons donnes a pour objet, tres Saint Pere, un traite d'alliance, une con- 
federation intime entre toutes les nations indiennes situees derriere les Etats 
Unis, depuis la nation des Oneida, qui possede la moitie du fleuve Saint- 
Laurent et du lac Ontario jusqu'a celle des Creeks qui occupent les derrieres 
de la Georgie et des Florides qui appartiennent a la Cour d'Espagne, de 
proposer a cette Cour l'adhesion a le traits qui ne peut lui etre que tres 
agreable, puisqu'elle aura pour objet la conservation des etats et des families 
indiennes qui dans la liziere seule des Ameriquains peuvent former un corps 
d'armee de cent mille hommes, qu'elle portera plus particulierement encore 
sur la defense et la conservation des Etats Espagnols, les Florides, la Louisiane 
etc., dans le continent de l'Amerique et des ties y adjacentes qui sont menacees 
par les Ameriquains et qu'elles ne sera de la part de la Cour d'Espagne qu'une 
extension de la protection ouverte et du traite qu'elle a deja fait avec les 
deux nations indiennes dites les Creeks et les Chiroquois qui occupent les 
derrieres des Florides, de la Georgie et des Carolines. 

Les nations des Mohawks etablis sur la riviere de ce nom, celle des Oneida 
souverains des terres a droite et a gauche du lac auquel ils ont donnes leurs 
nom, celle des Cayouga, des Caskanouray, des Onondaguay et des Senecas 
sont dites par excellence les Six Nations ou les Six Fameuses Nations, par- 
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cequ'elles ont vaincu pour la cause des Frangais leur allies et amis toutes les 
nations indiennes connues. Elles sont situees entre le 300 et le 305 degre de 
longitude et le 42 et 46 degre de latitude du meridien de Paris et selon la 
maniere de compter indienne, elles comprennent vingt quatre a vingt six mille 
families. 

La nation des Oneida situee dans les environs du lac de ce nom, a, tres 
Saint Pere, sa ville principale au sudest dudit lac; elle est defendue par son 
heureuse situation et par un bon fort, et est marquee sur les cartes anglaises 
sous le nom d'Oneida Castle. C'est cette nation qui a regu la premiere le 
germe de la civilization par le gouvernment civil et religieuxque nous lui avons 
donnes, son example a ete suivi il y a un an par les cinq autres fameuses na- 
tions indiennes avec les secours spirituels et ceux temporels puisses dans les 
tresors de charite qu'il plaira a Votre SainWte de leur procurer. 

Nous leur avons fait edifier une eglise dans la ville d'Oneida, nous I'avons 
pourvue de vases sacres, de cloches, de livres, et de toutes choses necessaires 
au service divin; nous en avons fait une nation agricole en leur donnant avec 
des boeufs, des chevaux, des charrues et tous les usteniles d'agriculture, I'ex- 
emple de cultiver nous-memes les terres, le bled, le mahis, les patates, le millet, 
le ris, le chanvre, le lin, etc.; et M. le Tonnelier de Coulonges, homme plein de 
merite et de bonnes oeuvres, que la nation des Oneida et les chefs des Six Na- 
tions ont nommes Eveque des Oneida et Primat des Six Nations et presentes 
a Votre Saintete en cette qualite, a depense aumoins les deux tiers de sa for- 
tune dans les oeuvres de religion et de bienfaisance. II a obtenu de la nation 
des Oneida le renvoi des ministres, anglicans et presbyteriens comme n'aians 
plus parmi elle ni troupeaux, ce qui a ete execute le mois d'avril 1789, et a 
appelle aupres de lui deux pretres du Canada pour l'aider dans le gouvern- 
ment spirituel de cette nation, jusqu'a l'arrivee des six capucins, que nous lui 
conduirons dand trois mois, aussitdt qu'il aura plti a votre saintete faire une 
response favorable a la nation nouvellement convertie et autres qui vont 
suivre son exemple. 

Les peres capuchins frangais sont, tres Saint Pere, les pretres qui con- 
viennent le mieux aux indiens; ils les connaissent deja et les aiment extrem- 
ment; ils leur ont donnes le nom de Longues robes, et il seroit difficile de faire 
plus de plaisir 4 une communaute indienne que de lui procurer une longue 
robe; il est a souhaiter que Votre Saintete veuille revetir des characteres de 
cures et de missionaires apostoliques les six capucins qui vont passer avec 
nous dans les etats indiens, et tous les autres qui ne tarderont pas a les suivre 
dans les travaux d'une aussi riche moisson. 

Le Roi d'Espagne est deja fondateur d'une eglise superbe, elevee depuis 
six ans a Newyork; il est bien digne de la religion de la monarque de §tre 
aussi de quelque eglise a edifier chez les nations indiennes et de se declarer le 
bienfaiteur de ces peuples qui peuvent rendre de tres grands services 4 la cour 
d'Espagne et qui ne marqueront pas de le faire a l'occasion. La voie du 
Consul d'Espagne a New York est la plus courte et la plus sflre. Que Dieu 
inspirera k votre sainted les moiens les plus propres a effectuer et a obtenir 
la conversion de les nouveaux peuples par les bienfaits des fideles. 

Tribe du loup Tribe de la Tortue Tribe de fours 

Ajestalate Shovonjhelego Hagoyvownloga 

Scanondoe Anthony Konwagalet 

Hannah-Sodalh Sagoyowntha Agwilentengwas 
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These four documents are the only ones known to any archivist or research- 
worker in the Propaganda Archives; but there may be other documents, subse- 
quent to the Supplicatio, in other Roman collections. The spiritual welfare of the 
Indians was never lost sight of by the authorities of Propaganda, and no doubt 
a thorough search among the ecclesiastical archives of Bordeaux, Paris, and 
Quebec would reveal other interesting papers on this subject. That the Indians 
never received a special bishop for themselves is certain, and probably the 
surest attitude of the historian in the presence of this extraordinary project of 
the Oneidas is to see rather a French political move than any real desire to 
segregate the Indians under a bishop for themselves alone. 



